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Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, DC 20554

In the Matter of

Amendment of section 73.202(b)
Table of Allotments,
FM Broadcast stations.

(st. James and Fairmont, Minnesota)

To: Mass Media Bureau (Policy & Rules)

Petition for Rule Making

Minnesota Valley Broadcasting Company, Inc., licensee of FM

station KXAC, Channel 263C2, st. James, Minnesota ("KXAC"), by its

attorney, respectfully petitions for rule making so as to substi-

tute Channel 263C2 at Fairmont, Minnesota, in place of Channel

263C2 at st. James, Minnesota. In support thereof, the following

is shown.

At present, st. James, 1990 Census population 4,364, is the

city of license of petitioner's two wide-area FM stations, KXAC and

KRRW. Two co-owned radio stations, KSUM(AM) and KFMC(FM) are

licensed to Fairmont, whose 1990 population of 11,265 is over two

and one-half times that of st. James. Thus, adoption of this

proposal will bring the larger community of Fairmont its second FM

station and its first competitive service, while not depriving st.

James of its own local service.

Fairmont, an incorporated city, is also the seat of Martin

County. It has a daily newspaper, the sentinel, an active Chamber

of Commerce, and a number of significant employers, including:
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3M, Fairmont, manufacturers of decorative ribbons, hook-and

loop fasteners, Scotchmate dual-lock and "bumpon" cushions.

Hancor, Inc., manufacturers of drainage tiles.

Weightronix, manufacturers of large, state-of-the-are scales

serving international markets, owned by Stavely.

Fairmont Feeds of Minnesota, producer of frozen entrees and

specialty items for the retail, airline and custom markets.

Fairmont Tamper, producer of railway maintenance equipment, a

division of Harsco Corporation.

Greenlee Fairmont Textron, manufacturers of hydraulic tools.

Fairmont is horne to the historic Fairmont Opera House on

Downtown Plaza. It is being restored to its 1927 architectural

character. Run by volunteers, it hosts performances throughout the

years.

The Chubb House in Fairmont stands just north of the Martin

County Courthouse. It was built in 1867 in a unique Greek

architectural style.

During the summer, the Fairmont Raceway, holds automobile

races every Friday at the Martin County Fairgrounds, west of town.

Fairmont is also a vacation destination , with a number of

nearby lakes offering fishing and boating. Golf courses and tennis

courts are available as well. Accommodations range from several

fine motels to lakeside campgrounds which offer complete RV hookup

and service. In addition to sports and cultural activities,

Fairmont offers shopping, including several antique stores which

welcome browsers.
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The proposed reference coordinates are those of the center of

Fairmont, 43° 39' 08"; 94° 27' 39". Exhibit E-4 to the Attached

Engineering statement of Owl Engineering & EMC Test Labs, Inc.,

KXAC's technical consultant, is a spacing study showing that

sufficient clearance exists from this proposed site to all other

allotments. The Engineering statement also provides, as Exhibit E

1, a map showing that Fairmont is well within the proposed 70 dBu

contour of KXAC when operating at its proposed site.

As a change in transmitter site is proposed, there will be an

area which will lose service ("10ss area"). The Engineering

statement, Exhibit E-3 depicts the loss area, and the text

indicates that the loss area consists of 2,121 sq. km containing a

20,831 population. Exhibit E-2 of the Engineering statement shows

the other FM services to both the existing and proposed services

areas.

The Commission has identified four priorities under section

307(b) of the Communications Act. As none of the first three are

relevant here, the fourth, other public interest matters, must

govern.

As noted above, Fairmont's two existing stations are licensed

to the same entity and adoption of KXAC's proposal would yield the

first competitive broadcast voice to the community. The Commission

has treated the proposed provision of competitive local transmis

sion service positively in section 307(b) determinations. Santee

Cooper Broadcasting Co. of Hilton Head, Inc., 99 FCC 2d 781 (Rev.

Bd. 1984) @ n. 36. (Subsequent history omitted.) This policy
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supports grant of KXAC's petition which will provide the first

competitive service to a larger community at the expense of the

second (non-competitive) service to a smaller city.

As there are no countervailing reasons to maintain the status

quo, the public interest will be served by adoption of the rule

making proposed herein.

KXAC states its intention to apply promptly for a construction

permit for the modified facilities upon favorable Commission action

on this petition, and will promptly construct the new facilities

upon grant of the application.

In view of the above, the Commission should amend section

73.202(b) as follows:

Community

st. James, Minnesota
Fairmont, Minnesota

Present

263C2, 268C3
293C1

Proposed

268C3
263C2, 293C1

Respectfully Submitted,

MINNESOTA VALLEY BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC.

By /~ ..~~<7
. ~errold Mill~r
/ Its Attorney

March 22, 1999

Miller & Miller, P.C.
P.O. Box 33003
Washington, DC 20033
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ENGINEERING &EMC TEST LABS, INC.
CONSULTING COMMUNICATIONS ENGINEERS
EMC TEST LABORATORIES

Engineering Statement

8899 Hastings St. M.E., Minneapolis, MM 5544!
(612) 785-4115· Fax (612) 785-463

1-800-797-133:

This engineering statement was prepared on behalf of Minnesota Valley Broadcasting
Company, hereafter "Valley", to change the city of license of radio station KXAC
presently licensed to the city of St. James, Minnesota to the city of Fairmont, Minnesota.
KXAC presently operates as a Class C2 on channel 263 (100.5 MHz).

"Valley" proposes to change the city of license to Fairmont, Minnesota. An allocation
study was performed utilizing the city center coordinates of Fairmont, Minnesota.
Engineering Exhibit E-4 shows the results of the study and that a fully spaced Class C2
facility could be constructed to provide all of Fairmont with a 70 dbu signal coverage
contour.

Using the center city coordinates of Fairmont the 70 dbu signal contour of the proposed
site and the presently licensed facility were plotted. Engineering Exhibit E-l shows both
of these signal contours.

Using a calibrated polar planimeter the area lost by changing the city of license was
determined. It was found to be 2,121 square kilometers with a population of 20,831.
Engineering Exhibit E-3 shows the lost area.

Using the data in the FCC FM Database it was determined that seven (7) FM stations
provide service to the lost area. They are as follows:

KYSM
KXLP
KEEZ
KRRW
KFMC
KBEW
KJLY

Mankato, Minnesota
New Ulm, Minnesota
Mankato, Minnesota
St. James, Minnesota
Fairmont, Minnesota
Blue Earth, Minnesota
Blue Earth, Minnesota

Engineering Exhibit E-2 shows all of the FM signals providing service to the lost area.

Respectfully Submitted,

Garrett G. Lysiak, P.E.
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OWL ENGINEERING &EMC TEST LABS, INC.
CONSULTING COMMUNICATIONS ENGINEERS
EMC TEST LABORATORIES

ENGINEERING EXHIBIT E-4

8899 Hastings St. M.E., Minneapolis, MM 554
(6121 785-4115 • Fax (6121 785-4&:

1·800·797·13:

****** FM CHANNEL SPACING STUDY ******

Job title: FM Study 1
Proposed latitude: N 43 39 8.00
Proposed longitude: W 94 27 39.00
Database file name: C:\FCCData\Fm990314
Use pre-1989 Class A spacings? : N

Proposed channel: 263C2

Reqd.
CH Call Record City ST Status Bear. Dist. Dist. Result

------------ ----------------- -------
263C2 KDECFM 13605 Decorah IA LIC 98.7 219.5 190.0
262C KMXD 14776 Des Moines IA LIC 161.1 216.1 188.0
264C3 KJYL 14807 Eagle Grove IA LIC 160.8 117.2 117.0 0.2
260C1 KAUSFM 14837 Austin MN LIC 91. 0 105.5 79.0
262Cl WRQC 14879 Minneapolis MN CP 32.3 175.0 158.0 17.0
265Cl KOWZ 14880 Blooming Prairie MN LIC 62.7 97.0 79.0 18.0
262C1 WRQC 14914 Minneapolis MN LIC 33.7 189.1 158.0
261A KEMB 15418 Emmetsburg IA LIC 208.8 67.0 55.0 12.0
263C2 KXAC 15420 St. James MN CP 9.6 33.7 190.0 -156.3
263C2 KXAC 15422 St. James MN LIC 335.6 27.2 190.0 -162.8
209C2 KMSU 15436 Mankato MN LIC 33.8 65.8 20.0
261C3 KOLV 15450 Olivia MN LIC 343.3 129.1 56.0
265A 15932 Newell IA ADD 203.2 126.9 55.0
262A KAJQ 15963 Sibley IA CP 249.4 109.3 106.0 3.3
262A KAJQ 15965 Sibley IA DEL 255.4 107.6 106.0 1.6
264C1 KIKVFM 16027 Alexandria MN LIC 346.9 232.1 158.0
266Cl KLQL 16603 Luverne MN LIC 277.6 141. 7 79.0
263C1 KIKNFM 17307 Salem SO LIC 266.7 241. 6 224.0 17.6

****** End of channel 263 study


